
 Communicable Disease Branch 
 North Carolina Division of Public Health 

April 30, 2015 

OUTBREAK UPDATE 

Jennifer MacFarquhar, RN, MPH, CIC 
Kristin M. Sullivan, MPH 



Outbreak Surveillance 
 
Jennifer MacFarquhar 
Kristin Sullivan 

 Wake AHEC requires all speakers to disclose any relevant 
financial conflicts of interest. 
 

 Jennifer MacFarquhar and Kristin Sullivan have no relevant 
financial conflicts of interest to disclose. 



Objectives 

 Describe 2014 outbreaks and trends 
 Describe utility of online outbreak reporting form 
 Locate online outbreak reporting form  



2014 Outbreaks 



2014 Outbreak Summary 



Outbreak Surveillance 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Vision: electronic outbreak reporting system
For 3 years, we (you) have used a fillable pdf outbreak report form.  The next step in the process of moving towards an electronic outbreak reporting system is the development of an online outbreak report tool.  This change will have several improvements above the paper-based report form, and Kristin will describe these shortly.  A few advantages that I would like to highlight now include the ability to store your data in a central location.  This data can be easily and routinely pulled to provide updates to your health directors or boards of health.  The data stored in this online location can be used to create a standardized report for your health department to use for action.



Improvements with Online Reporting 

 Reporting 
 Timeliness  
 Completeness  

 Documentation 
 Centralized documentation of outbreaks 

 Administrative 
 Less time to complete form 

 Functional 
 Ability to electronically link to initial outbreak reports (with use of 

Outbreak ID) 
 Ability for LHD to use data for reports / public health action 
 Ability for CDB to use data real-time 

 



Online Outbreak Report Form 



Online Outbreak Report Form 

 
 

 
https://www.surveymonkey.com/s/DPH_ORF 











Outbreak ID 

 Assigned during initial telephone report by epi on 
call 

 Must be included on Outbreak Report Form 
 Examples: 

 2015065 
 2016300 

 



2015 Outbreak Report Form 



2015 Outbreak Report Form 



Contact Information 

 Jennifer MacFarquhar, RN, MPH, CIC 
 CDC Epidemiology Field Officer 

 Jennifer.MacFarquhar@dhhs.nc.gov 

 Kristin M. Sullivan, MPH 
 VPD Epidemiologist 

 Kristin.Sullivan@dhhs.nc.gov 
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