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Strong and Flexible 
• Science-based 

– Follow epidemiological principles 
– Understand disease transmission 
– Know the literature…or know somebody who knows the 

literature 
• Data driven 

– Surveillance 
– Outbreak investigation 
– Control measures 

• Systematic 
– All of the above 
– Tools 

• Culturally sensitive 
 



Role of CD in the LHD 

• Core public health 
– Mandated 
– Unique to public health 
– Expected by the community  

• Activities 
– Surveillance 
– Outbreak investigation 
– Disease Control 
– Building and keeping the public’s trust 



Surveillance  
• Case investigation 
• Analysis of trends 
• Identification of high risk populations 
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Outbreak Investigation 
10 Steps of an Outbreak Investigation 
1. Identify investigation team and resources 
2. Establish existence of an outbreak 
3. Verify the diagnosis 
4. Construct case definition 
5. Case finding: Find cases systematically / develop line list 
6. Perform descriptive epidemiology / develop hypotheses 
7. Evaluate hypotheses / perform additional studies (as 
necessary) 
8. Implement control measures 
9. Communicate findings 
10. Maintain surveillance 





Disease Control 
• Treatment as Prevention 

– STIs 
– TB 
– HIV 

• Post-exposure Prophylaxis (PEP) 
– Rabies 
– Invasive meningococcal disease 
– Pertussis and measles 

• Other Control Measures 
– Isolation and Quarantine 
– Environmental control measures 

 
 



Cultural Awareness 

• Knowing your community 
– Diverse communities 
– Varying experiences of interacting with 

government 
– Respect and compassion 



Communicable Disease 

Communicable Disease surveillance, outbreak 
response, and disease control will remain 
central to the work of local health departments 
no matter what else changes around us. 
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