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 Legal status of exotic animal ownership 
 County ordinances 
 Communicable disease concerns 
 Differences from dogs and cats 



 NC Senate Bill 954; 1997 – did not pass 
◦ Exotic: an animal that is not indigenous to North 

Carolina; and that poses a significant threat to 
human health and safety 
◦ Intent of bill was to create a registry so exotic 

animals could be known to community 
 There is no statewide law restricting 

possession of “exotic” animals 
◦ NC WRC does generally prohibit possession of 

native wildlife  
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Presentation Notes
The General Assembly finds that certain animals not indigenous to North Carolina pose a serious threat to human health and safety by virtue of their physical attributes and natural behavior. Often these animals are imported outside of their natural habitat and kept as pets. Therefore, the General Assembly recognizes a need to create a registry of such animals so that their presence is known to persons inhabiting the area in which such an animal is housed and that proper precautions may be taken in the event that such an animal escapes. The Animal Welfare Section of the Animal Health Division of the Department of Agriculture shall develop a plan for establishing a registry of exotic animals housed in this State.





 Counties have acted independently and created 
ordinances that restrict ownership / possession / 
keeping of exotics 

 Legal Authority 
◦ NCGS 153A-131  Possession or harboring of dangerous 

animals 
 A county may by ordinance regulate, restrict, or prohibit the 

possession or harboring of animals which are dangerous to 
persons or property 

◦ NCGS 160A-187  Possession or harboring of dangerous 
animals 
 A city may by ordinance regulate, restrict, or prohibit the 

possession or harboring within the city of animals which are 
dangerous to persons or property 

 
 



Surry: Inherently 
Dangerous Exotic Animal 

Iredell: Wild and Exotic 
Animals 

 Non human primates 
 Member of family canidae 

excluding Canis familiaris 
 Member of the family 

felidae excluding Felis 
catus, if over 15 pounds 

 Member of the family 
ursidae 

 reptiles, insects, or 
arachnids which are 
venomous and which are 
not indigenous to Surry 
County 

 Reptiles which are 
poisonous or constricting 
and more than ten (10) feet 
in length.  

 Nonhuman primates 
weighing greater than 
twenty-five (25) pounds 

 Members of the feline 
family other than domestic 
house cats, including, but 
not limited to lions, tigers 
and leopards  

 Reptiles that are members 
of the crocodile family, 
including, but not limited to 
alligators and crocodiles.  
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Presentation Notes
The weight difference for primates is key. Macaques excluded in Surry, permissible in Surry. Also in Iredell: Wolf dog crosses are permissible



 Most counties have “dangerous dog” 
ordinances 

 These do not cover exotic animals 
 Ideally a county should have both types of 

ordinances 
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Presentation Notes
MOYNOCK, N.C. (AP) — Authorities have recaptured four pet monkeys that escaped from a private home in Currituck County.Sheriff’s spokeswoman Lindsay Voorhees says the capuchin monkeys escaped from a home at about 11:30 a.m. Thursday.Currituck County Sheriff Susan Johnson says the animals’ owner said they would become vicious if cornered. Two nearby schools were alerted that extra deputies would be on hand around dismissal time to ensure the children safely got on buses.One of the monkeys bit a man, but Voorhees says his injuries weren’t life-threatening.The sheriff says two of the monkeys were captured, a third was tranquilized and the fourth was shot by officers. The monkeys are being held by animal control while authorities investigate what happened.



 Arguably, yes 
 It would bring uniformity to all counties 
 It would provide protection for those counties 

that do not currently have an ordinance 



 The primary concern with mammal bites is 
rabies…but there are some important 
considerations when dealing with animals 
kept as pets other than dogs, cats, and 
ferrets 



 Give us a call 
 These animals are not “dogs” or “cats” as 

defined by NC rabies statutes 
 Standard control measures will not generally 

apply 



 Rabies 
◦ The viral shedding period is known only for dogs, 

cats, and ferrets 
◦ Other mammals that bite, even if kept as pets, may 

need to be submitted for rabies testing 



 Animal rabies vaccines are licensed for use 
only in: dogs, cats, ferrets, cattle, horses, 
sheep 

 Use of rabies vaccines in other species is an 
“off label” use that carries no guarantee of 
efficacy 



 False 
◦ Titers do not directly correlate with protection 

because other immunologic factors also play a role 
in preventing rabies, and our abilities to measure 
and interpret those other factors are not well-
developed. 
◦ Therefore, evidence of circulating rabies virus 

antibodies in animals should not be used as a 
substitute for current vaccination in managing 
rabies exposures or determining the need for 
booster vaccinations 



 B-virus from Pet Macaque Monkeys: An 
Emerging Threat in the United States? 
◦ B-virus infection is highly prevalent (80% to 90%) in 

adult macaques and may cause a potentially fatal 
meningoencephalitis in humans 
◦ The virus must be assumed to be a potential health 

hazard in macaque bite wounds; this risk makes 
macaques unsuitable as pets 
◦ http://wwwnc.cdc.gov/eid/article/4/1/98-

0117_article  
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Presentation Notes
In cases of B virus exposure and infection, specimens for virus culture and serologic testing should be obtained from the exposed person and, when feasible, from the source animal. Recommendations for sample collection, storage, and shipment are available from the National B virus Resource Center at Georgia State University’s Viral Immunology Center.



Capuchin monkeys for 
sale in NC; People will 
buy these animals… 



 Often confusing as the disease risks may not be 
fully understood 

 Human and animal follow up can be expensive 
 People have often spent thousands of dollars to 

obtain exotic and are reluctant to relinquish 
 Local animal control has little to no experience in 

handling these species 
 

 It is better to prohibit possession / ownership 
through ordinance 
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